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ABSTRACT 

The purpose ot this quarterly publication trom the 
Asian Studies Project is to promote increased attention to Asian 
Studies in elementary and secondary education. This issue of the 
newsletter contains introductory comment on current affairs as well 
as two main articles; M On the Study of World cultures 11 by Dr. 
Kishorkant YajniX of India and "Redefining China for the High School 
and Colleje Curriculum 11 by Ronald Suleski. Announcements of 
conferences, a Resource File (available study aids, curriculum 
guides, and free materials), a Multi-Media Materials section, and 
book reviews are also included. A separate section, Asia in the 
Elementary School, gives curriculum news for this age level and 
features, in the Booknook by Sara Little, an annotated bibliography 
of childrens books on Asian topics. This winter issue annually 
announces sutnirec study opportunities in tne United States and in 
Asia. FOCUS is ottered free of charge as a service to the educational 
community, however, voluntary contributions are solicited to help 
defray expenses. Those interested in receiving the newsletter 
regularly should request that their name be piac°d on the mailing 
list. (Au thoc/JSB) 





us department of health, 

EDUCATION 4 WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EDUCAT ON 
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN BEP.RO 
OUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON 0* ORGAMZAHON ORlG 
INATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN 
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY 
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OF-'lCE OF EDO 
CATION POSITION CR POLICY 



oh / 4 dCau Studied, 



A NEWSLETTER TO PROMOTE INCREASED ATTENTION 
TO ASfAN STUDIES IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 



21 



Winter 1971 



THE FUTURE OF ASIAN STUDIES 



On 

-3* 

O 

a 

UJ 



A Renewed Commitment 



"It is a reasonably safe bet that what happens In Asia over 
the next 20 years still will depend to a large extent on Ameri- 
can interest and involvement in the area, its people and its 
probl ems. 11 




This statement by Crosby S. Noyes which appeared in The Japan Times on November 
15, 1970 (reprinted from The Hi rror , The Ministry of Culture, Singapore, December 
7, 1970), lends further support and increasing relevance to our continuing efforts 
to promote Aslan studies in elementary and secondary education. 

Despite the spiritual ex- 
haustion of our country, not to 
mention the staggering costs In 
Hood and treasure, due to our 
involvement In Indochina, the 
United States, by more enlightened 
awareness and commitment, can con- 
tinue. to exercise a crucial in- 
fluence in Asia. Despite the 
Nixon Adml nl st rat Ion 1 s projected 
policy of "Asia for the Asians, M 
our country will not, cannot, be 
unconcerned, unlnvolved. 



But the nature of our concern 
and the kind of our involvement 
must not continue to be that of policemen of a continent on which more than half of 
the world's people live. As Edwin 0. Relschauer ( Beyond Vietnam: The Un i ted Stat es 
a nd Asia ) has said, "We nave not understood the ba7ic problems in Asia end what we 
can^o about them.' 1 We live, however, in a greatly shrunken unitary world. We 
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cannot ignore this fact. What hanpens anywhere in one part of our world bodes 
ultimate good or ill for all of us. Our post-Hiroshima students -- the U.S. 
opinion and policy makers of tomorrow -- must be made aware of this. We must 
find ways, therefore to understand diverse cultures as thoroughly as possible 
and how oest we can relate to them for our reciprocal benefit. To quote Reischauer 
again: "An educational system designed for the last third of the twentieth century 
(unlike the one he claims is still geared to the political and cultural conditions 
of the nineteenth century) is probably our most basic need if we wish, over the long 
run, to get beyond Vietnam to a safer and mutually beneficial relationship with Asia, 
It is to this end that we renew our commitment as expressed in the masthead of this 
news letter. 



ON THE STUDY OF WORLD CULTURES 

(From time to time we are privileged to receive comments and 
observations from Asian educators living and working in our 
country. Their experiences and perceptions are precisely the 
kind of input we need if we are indeed to "understand diverse 
cultures as thoroughly as possible." We are, therefore, grate- 
ful to Dr. Kishorkant Yajnik of India for submitting the fol- 
lowing statement *or the readers of FOCUS.) 

Dr. Kishorkant Yajnik of India is in this country as s Curriculum Consultant 
sponsored by the State Department of Education, Washington, and is working at pre- 
sent with the Bucks County Public Schools, Doylestown, Pennsylvania 18901 . Dr. 
Yajnik was last time in Denver, Colorado, which he described as g rand , while Bucks 
County is be aut 1 f ul . 

If there is one objective, anu only one, of the teaching of Social Studies 
in school, Dr. Yajnik says it is to understand the people, and not merely collect 
facts about them; understand the way they think, behave, and make decisions. 

Facts collected from tourists 1 stories or newspapers' sensational reports do not 
help children to understand the people but rather misdirect them. Dr. Yajnik 
observes that school teachers and students he met did not have the right type 
of references to consult and that there was great need to produce suitable read- 
ing material in Social Studies for the study of the world outside the U.S. A. and 
Europe. Questions put to Dr. Yajnik at meetings were often loaded with prejudices 
and were negative in approach: for example, why is the caste system still tolerated 
in India? Are Indian women still suppressed by men? Is religion not holding up 
economic progress and population control? Don't you think Indians should be less 
spiritual and more material?, and so on. There is no straight or easy answer to 
any of these questions, Dr. Yajnik believes, and each one requires to be carefully 
studied against its past, particularly when the past of a people is long os 
5,000 years. 

The purpose of studying other cultures is not to Judge them by comparing them 
with one's own and discard them if they are different. But the study should en- 
able young people to see the differences and learn to appreciate them. More im- 
portant still is the need for them to look for the CHANGE that is taking place in 
the life of peoples outside the U.S, A. The Social Studies is not a study of export, 
imports and wealth of poverty of a country, but the study of PEOPLE who are ever 
changing in their habits, outlook and aspirations. 
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